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RESIDENTIAL PLANNING CODES — FLEXIBLE HOUSING OPTIONS 

215. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Minister for Planning: 
I noticed the article in The West Australian last Tuesday that detailed some changes to residential planning 
codes. Can the Minister for Planning please outline to the house what these changes will mean for flexible 
housing options and affordability? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
I thank the member for the question and recognise that this issue is of substantial interest to many of his 
constituents, as it is to most constituents who live in major urban areas. 

The state planning policy on the residential design codes—the so-called R-Codes—was under review in 2011 
and 2012. There were some proposed changes and they were put out for public consultation. That was received, 
and following consideration by the Department of Planning, the Western Australian Planning Commission and 
ultimately cabinet, and submission to the Governor in Executive Council, the new state planning policy has been 
agreed to. That was announced about two weeks ago.  

One of the significant changes is that so-called granny flats, or ancillary accommodation, which up to this point 
have generally been required to be used by relatives—normally aged parents of the owners of a particular 
property—in the future will be able to be rented to anyone, subject to the normal tenancy requirements. We 
expect that this will go quite a significant way to providing greater housing options for single people, aged 
couples, students and so on in the community and will help in providing more affordable accommodation. I 
recognise that the City of Fremantle actually made this change, with my support, to its planning scheme about 12 
or 18 months ago, so there has been some experience along these lines in the City of Fremantle local government 
area.  

There are also a couple of other significant changes. In particular, the requirement for small lots to have planning 
approval prior to a residence being constructed has been modified so that, generally speaking, the requirement 
for separate planning approval as opposed to a building licence will, in most cases, now apply to lots less than 
260 square metres in area, whereas the previous cut-off point was 350 square metres in area. It is also generally 
the case that smaller-sized blocks—those less than 260 square metres—would not need separate planning 
approvals when a local development plan has been adopted by the local government; in other words, where the 
issues have been planned for and thought about well in advance. 

The third significant change is that there is a modification to either average sizes or minimum sizes of particular 
lots in different coded areas. Probably the most significant change is to the R20 area, where the average size has 
been reduced from 500 square metres to 450 square metres. That is returning to the situation that I understand 
existed for quite some time up until 2002. A change was made in 2002 that meant that the average size was 
500 square metres, except for lots that had been zoned R20 prior to that time. Therefore, it was quite a complex 
situation. It has now been simplified. In short, it will give some people the ability to subdivide their blocks where 
they meet the appropriate criteria, particularly those who have lots between 900 and 1 000 square metres in size. 
That will give an additional housing option in some areas.  

These changes are important for a number of reasons, not the least being the fact that they help provide more 
affordable accommodation. The government has the affordable housing strategy under the Minister for 
Housing—currently the member for Nedlands, and previously the Treasurer, the member for Vasse—and 
substantial progress has been made to provide 20 000 additional affordable housing units by 2020. So far about 
7 000 have been provided and we are well on the way to meeting that target.  
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